UNDERGROUND HEADQUARTERS' BUILDING   307

to our habits of thought in his sculpture. Before we reject it with
abuse we might perhaps take a little time to get used to it. We
can't be quite sure right off that he is not saying new things to us
that we have to tune our ears to hear.

Change is the pulse of life on earth 5
The artist dies but art lives on :
New rhapsodies are ripe for birth
When every rhapsodist seems gone
So, to my day's extremity
May I, in patience infinite
Attend the beauty that must be,
And, though it slay me, welcome it.

Yes, but do we know that Epstein is bringing new beauty to our
generation. Well, it seems to the present writer to be here *' burning
bright", although to many it is still "in the forests of the night".

The Evening Standard, July 1st, 1929, article by R. H.
Wilensld:

Epstein's " Day " and " Night " are the grandest stone carvings
in London. To say this is grossly to under-praise them.

It is like saying that the Great Pyramid is a grander headstone
than any to be found in England, or that " Tristan and Isolde "
is a grander love song than " I can't help lovin' dat man ".

The groups may not be a suitable decoration for the head-
quarters of a railway- that exists because Londoners to-day scurry
like rats underground to seek their daily bread. It may not please
those who are flocking to see the picture of " Salom^ " oif which
a glimpse is vouchsafed with much trumpetings every other week.

" Day " from the standpoint of such art lovers is lamentably^
lacking in bowdlerized sex appeal." It cannot be apprehended by
the man who has left his deeper self at home, while he transacts
business or enjoys himself. It cannot be apprehended by a vain
woman or a self-satisfied modeller in clay. But it can be appre-
hended by every man and woman who can grasp the ideas of the
words Time and Form in the abstract. 'Because the spirit that
created these grand carvings is a spirit of all time, and the brain
that carved them is a brain that can invent symbolic form.

Such spirits and such brains are rare. They are the brains and
spirits of the great artists.

" Night" and " Day " are certainly the best things that Epstein
has yet done..